
MAN O’ WAR
PINOT GRIS 2011

HARVEST DATE 8/3/11 - 30/3/11  

BRIX AT HARVEST 21 - 23

BARREL 0%  

T.A 6.9

PH 3.29

R.S 23.5g/L

ALC 12%

REGION Ponui Island

VINEYARDS Te Kawau North & South

VINEYARD NOTES
Hand harvested grapes were transported by barge to Man O’ War Bay and 
delivered via the beach to the winery. 

CELLAR NOTES
Ponui Island is located to the south east of Waiheke Island in the 
Hauraki Gulf. It is here that we have chosen to grow Pinot Gris where 
cool sea breezes temper the south facing slopes. 
Made up of two distinctly diff erent clones; our GM clone which is 
picked relatively early and the St Helena clone which we hang out as 
long as possible on the vine and in great years makes our reserve Pinot 
gris. Both clones are treated in a similar manner with whole bunch 
pressing and cold settling prior to fermentation. There is no fi ning 
of the juice which provides tannin in the fi nished wine so after we 
have racked the clear juice off  the juice lees the lees are resettled and 
racked again before the last of the lees are fi ltered. A long slow ferment 
with cultured yeast follows and the wines a ‘stopped’ when the correct 
balance of sugar, acid and tannin is achieved. The ferments are stopped 
by dropping the temperature to zero degrees which also ensures the 
natural carbon dioxide from the fermentation remains in the wine.

TASTING NOTES
The 2011 has touches of cinnamon, spice and canned apricot from the 
St Helena clone and more subtle characters of peach, pear and chalk 
from the GM clone. The wine has a balance of natural sugar, acid, 
tannin and a lifted spritz on the palate which gives the wine liveliness. 
Although it is a relatively sweet wine the balance of the key elements 
means the wine is refreshing and fl avoursome and not at all cloying. 

This wine is bottled and protected under screw cap as we believe it is 
the best closure for quality wine.

Released 1st September 2011
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